BOAT TUBING SAFETY TIPS

Inflatable tubes may seem like the simplest of towables, but they deserve additional attention.

Always follow the manufacturer’s recommendations regarding the number of passengers and/or
weight capacity. Overloading an inflatable will reduce its performance, but more importantly, it increases the risk of
injury. Any towing speed limits should always be followed so that the inflatable behaves as intended.

Proper inflation is essenﬁal, not only to make sure the inflatable rides properly on the water but also to keep
passengers safe. Inflatables typically feature an inner air bladder wrapped in a durable nylon cover. A properly inflated
tube will behave as one unit, while an under-inflated tube will leave gaps between the cover and bladder that could
potentially entangle a rider(s). Inflatables should also always be used with dedicated towlines designed to handle their
increased load.

Take extra care when olriving. Old-school “whips” are fun, but be aware that inflatables can reach
surprisingly high speeds when slingshotted into a sharp turn. Likewise, watch those wakes, of both your boat as well as
others on the water. Flinging riders through a turn or sending them flying off the rollers may seem fun, but if not done
within reason can result in injury.

WAKESURFING SAFETY

Wakesurfing happens in close proximity to the transom (aka, the back of the boat), and as such requires a boat that
positions the prop well under the hull and away from the rider should they fall. Inboards, V-drives and jet boats fit the
bill, as do models featuring sterndrives with forward-mounted propellers. Traditional sterndrives and outboards,
however, locate the propeller too close to the surfer and should never be used for surfing. Wakesurf-oriented boat
models also typically feature an exhaust system that keeps harmful carbon monoxide from building up in the surfer’s
prime riding area.

Here's a few safety tips to keep in mind when wakesurfing:

Invest in a wakesurf-specific towrope. Its shorter length positions the surfer in the wake's sweet spot, while the small
handle, or a simple braided grip, lessens the chance of entanglement in a fall.

When maneuvering the board into the wave’s pocket, never wrap slack line around your hand or arm.

And though it’s not a safety tip per se, always be aware of the effect of wakes on the surrounding environment. In
surfing mode, boats create far larger-than-average wakes. Should you ride too close to shore or other boaters, those
wakes can cause damage.

Always be respectful of both other boaters and waterfront
property owners.
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Personal Watercraft

fety Guide

Before You Ride

Familiarize yourself with the owners” manual and all safety warnings, paying particular attention to the operation of the
et jump.

PWC manufacturers recommend neoprene shorts or wetsuits to protect lower-body openings from impact with the water
during a high-speed fall or the powerful thrust produced by the pump.

Never attempt to board when the engine is running, and keep loose clothing and long hair clear of the pump intake.

As with any type of boating, thoroughly understand boating laws and the rules of the road.

Different size PWC have different passenger and weight capacities; exceeding either could negatively affect the handling
of the craft.

Familiarize yourself with the handlebar steering, throttle control and safety lanyard. Never operate a PWC without the
safety lanyard attached to both craft and driver’s wrist or life jacket. Remove the lanyard whenever the craft is unattended
to prevent unauthorized use.

Driver and passengers should always wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket.

Eyewear will block the force of wind and water spray that could impair vision.

Gloves and footwear offer welcome additional grip and traction.

Wetsuits or windbreaker-style jacket/pant combos are advisable for cooler weather because PWC riders are far more
exposed to the elements than the typical boater.

Familiarizing Yourself with Your Personal Watercraft
Take time to familiarize yourself with a PWC’s unique handling. Choose a quiet area and practice using the throttle,
carving through turns, and coming to a stop. If equipped, put the craft into reverse and note how it steers when backing.
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Required Safety Equipment Recommended Safety Equipment
A life jacket for each operating passenger, and person being towed. Hand-held VHF radio, and a cell phone as a backup.
A Coast Guard-approved B-1 fire extinguisher. A basic first-aid kit, sunscreen, and burn cream.
An approved sound-signaling device such as a whistle or horn. A dewatering device such as a hand operated bilge pump.
An emergency engine cutoff lanyard attached to the operator. An anchor and enough anchor line for your area.
Proper display of registration numbers, letters and validation decals. Suitable, daytime distress signal such as flares, an orange flag,
Vessel registration, to be displayed when requested. or signal mirror.
A functioning backfire flame arrestor and passive ventilation system.
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